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Comments on the date of publication of John McCrady's hydrozoan paper

Gymnopthalmata of Charleston Harbor
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In an application (BZN 48: 192-1 95) by Cernohorsky, Cornelius & Sysoev to remove

the homonymy between clavidae McCrady, 1859 (Hydrozoa) and clavinae Casey,

1904 (Mollusca) the uncertain dating of McCrady's paper in which the name was

pubUshed was briefly discussed. The matter is of nomenclatural relevance because the

dates of two classic papers on Hydrozoa published by McCrady in the same journal, in

which approximately 40 new names were established, have been variously cited as 1 856,

1857, 1858 or 1859.

McCrady's paper Gymnopthalmata of Charleston Harbor is a key work in the

taxonomy of hydroids and hydromedusae. Besides clavidae, new names for three

other families, nine genera and 28 species were published, many of which are valid

today (see Stephens & Calder, 1992, pp. 44, 45). The date on the cover of vol. 1 of the

Proceedings of the Elliott Society of Natural History of Charleston, South Carolina,

in which McCrady's paper appeared, is given as 1859. Cernohorsky et al. provision-

ally adopted 1859 as the date but they referred (para. 3) to unspecified evidence indi-

cating that parts of the Proceedings were published piecemeal before their eventual

inclusion in the completed volume. Evidence indicates that vol. 1 of the Proceedings

was indeed published in parts, between 1856 and 1859, but we have concluded that

the number including McCrady's Charleston Harbor paper did not appear until

1859. The date of McCrady's work (1859) given in the application is therefore

correct.

The first number of vol. 1 of the /'/oce^fS^wg^ was published no later than 6 June 1856.

A meeting of the Elliott Society on that date recorded {Proceedings, 1: 30; 1859): 'the

Secretary reported the first number of the proceedings as published, and distributed to

members, correspondents, and many learned Societies, both in Europe and America'.

The Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History (5: 400; 1856) recorded under

'Books received during the quarter ending June 31 (sic), 1856... Proceedings of the

Elliott Society No. 1, 8vo, pp. 1-24'. Thus, Number 1 contained pages 1-24 and

covered the proceedings from 1 November 1853 to 24 July 1855.

The Proceedings of the Elliott Society does not mention the publication of Number 2.

However, hsted among 'Books received during the quarter ending Dec. 31,1 856' in the

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History (6: 95; 1857) was 'Proceedings of

the Elliott Society, pp. 25-46. 8vo. Pamph.'. Number 2 therefore contained pages

25-46 and covered the proceedings from 1 8 January 1 856 to 30 July 1 856.
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Several records exist pertaining to the publication of Number 3. The Proceedings of

the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia (9: Appendix, ix; 1858) reported that

on 'Sept. 15th 1857' the Academy received the 'Proceedings of the Elliott Society,

pp. 49- 1
04'

. Number 3 thus contained pages 49- 1 04 and included proceedings from 1

4

November 1856 to 1 April 1857. It incorporated (pp. 55-90. pis. 4-7) a detailed account

of the well known hydrozoan Turritopsis nutricula McCrady, 1857 (see Calder, 1988,

pp. 8-10, figs. 5, 6; Stephens & Calder, 1992, p. 42).

It is not clear whether the Elliott Society intended to publish a fourth number before

issuing a complete first volume. Weare not aware that it did so. At the meeting of 2

August 1858 the Corresponding Secretary read a letter (dated 24 July) from William

Sharswood in Philadelphia saying 'the fourth part of the proceedings has not been

received, if published' {Proceedings, 1: 288; 1859). By the spring of 1859 the entire first

volume was published. A local newspaper, the Charleston Mercury, reported on 16

May 1859 that as of 11 May 'the first volume of the Proceedings is now complete, and...

all numbers after the third can be obtained at Russell & Jones', King-Street' (see

Stephens & Calder. 1992, p. 50). The volume as published contained 294 pages of text, a

seven-page index and 14 plates. It included proceedings from 1 November 1853 to 15

December 1858. Weconclude that the final material (pp. 103-294), which included

McCrady's paper Gymnopthalmata of Charleston Harbor (pp. 103-221), was pubHshed

no later than 1 1 May 1859.

The date of 1859 differs from that (1857) previously given for the publication of

McCrady's paper (Stephens & Calder, 1992, pp. 44, 50, 53). However, the later date is

supported by footnotes, dated June 1858, added by McCrady to pp. 105 and 125 of his

paper. The first referred to 'the delay which has unavoidably attended the publication

of this paper', which had been presented orally to the Society in spring 1857.
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McCrady's Charleston Harbor paper was presented to members of the Elliott

Society at a meeting on 15 April 1857. My findings from a British journal corroborate

those of Calder et al. that the main portion of this paper (pp. 1 05-22 1 , pis. 8- 1 2) did not

appear until 1859, but there is evidence that the first two pages (pp. 103, 104) of the

work were published in 1857. No new names were included in the first two pages.


